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High Court rejects Farmers Trust’s 
appeal in fresh produce 
competition investigation

The failed bid followed a search and sei-
zure operation conducted by the commis-
sion in March at the premises of nine fresh 
produce market agents in Gauteng. A 
similar operation was conducted in Cape 
Town and Durban in the same month.

The raids formed part of an investiga-
tion into allegations of cartel conduct and 
price fixing, with the commission saying it 
had “reasonable grounds” to suspect that 
the agents engaged in a concerted prac-
tice to fix trading conditions for the supply 
of freshly produced fruits and vegetables.

The agents are allegedly involved in 
prohibited coordinated activities aimed at 
undercutting the prices charged by smaller 
intermediaries by charging way below the 
market price for certain agreed periods of 
a trading day.

It is further alleged that the suspected 
agents keep their prices unsustainably low 
during these periods and quickly increase 
prices significantly as soon as the smaller 
agents run out of stock.

In its application to the High Court, 
Farmers Trust argued that the warrant 
should not have been granted on an ur-
gent basis and that statements contained 
in the commission’s affidavit constituted 
“inadmissible hearsay evidence”. Farmers 
Trust also maintained that it should have 
been informed about the commission’s 
application for the search warrant prior to 
issuing it.

“It will be counterproductive if the com-
mission is required to inform a party about 
the possibility of a search and seizure as it 
will defeat the purpose of an investigation. 
Under these circumstances it is justifiable 

High Court of South Africa has dismissed an application by Farmers 
Trust to set aside the Competition Commission’s search warrant in 
an investigation into alleged cartel and price-fixing conduct by fresh 
produce market agents.

that a suspected firm is not given notice 
of the application in terms of section 46”.

Certain volumes of stock of fresh 
produce are thought to be sold during late 
hours of trading with the aim to manipulate 
prices. They further make decisions 
regarding the actual timing of the price 
increases.

The Commission alleged the cartel 
suppresses competition and drives it out of 
the market. By agreement members of the 
cartel increase prices for fresh produce. It 
is also suspected that the agents reserve 
certain fresh produce grades for particular 
buyers. It is alleged that the agents 
practice price discrimination based on the 
identity of the buyers.

There are about 30 fresh produce 
market agents in the country. There are 

six significantly big ones and they account 
for about 80 percent of the fresh produce 
intermediaries.

The Commission said the conduct of 
the suspected cartel results in a large 
proportion of freshly produced fruits and 
vegetables being sold at much higher 
prices than the average daily selling price.

The agents’ activities mainly include 
selling fresh fruits and vegetables on 
behalf of farmers, for a commission, to 
buyers including wholesalers, retailers, 
and hawkers.

Commissioner Tembinkosi Bonakele 
said the Commission was concerned 
with the prevalence of collusion in the 
food sector, as higher prices of these 
commodities affect the most vulnerable 
households.

The court found that the Competition Act aims to serve the 
greater good and that the commission must be able to 
investigate a complaint properly.
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Hazera expanded its presence into the African continent by establishing 
its own subsidiary in South Africa on 30 October, 2006. This was 
realised by the acquisition of Ferax Seeds (Pty) Ltd, based on a strong 
relationship build over several years.

Ferax Seeds was founded in 1996 as a Hazera distribution company 
and became one of the leaders in South Africa. Ferax Seeds was 
previous mainly active in greenhouse and salad crops but since 1998, 
began distributing a range of crops for another Limagrain company: 
Vilmorin of France (especially carrot). 

The Harris Moran (USA) range, also a Limagrain Group member, 
was added in July 2006. Nowadays, the name of Hazera South Africa 
is associated with strong and competitive genetics in tomatoes and 
high quality long and short cucumbers, carrots, peppers, cabbage, 
lettuce and a wide range of other crops including herbs. Other strong 
areas of interest include beans, squash, pumpkins and most recently 
onions.

As a distribution company, the focus at Hazera Seeds South Africa 
is on high seed quality, excellent service including high-value technical 
support. The Head Office is situated in Honeydew, Gauteng in order 
to provide countrywide sales back-up. Customers nationwide are 
reached through a strong team of area sales managers with technical 
support given by our team of dedicated crop specialists. 

All field staff have practical experience in vegetable growing, 
and it is our policy to only employ suitably qualified field 
personnel. We are proud of the expertise built up over 
the past years, and we will continue to concentrate 
on what we do best – looking after the interests of 
professional vegetable growers.

In Israel: Hazera Seeds Ltd.
In The Netherlands: Hazera Seeds B.V.

Hazera Seeds South Africa (Pty.) Ltd.:
PO Box 981, Honeydew, 2040, South Africa
Unit 16, Harbour Park, Schooner Road, Honeydew, 2170
       +27 (0) 11 659 4961       +27 (0) 86 640 5513

www.hazera.co.za

info@hazera.co.za

Business Unit of
Limagrain
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NUUSFLITSE
Department of Public Works 

to hand over land 
to black farmers

Public Works Minister Nkosinathi Nhleko 
has handed over letters of intent to grant 
property rights to 30 emerging black 
farmers in Tafelkop, in Limpopo, with 
four pieces of land, amounting to 220 ha, 
having been subdivided into farming plots.
The beneficiaries of the land will use the 
properties for agricultural purposes.

In the past, the property was acquired 
by the apartheid government for former 
white soldiers who fought in the Second 
World War. Tafelkop farmers used to 
work for the white farmers until the new 
dispensation.

When land reform legislation was 
implemented and land redistributed to 
black people, white farmers vacated 

State-owned farms without handing them 
back to government.

Tafelkop farm dwellers saw an 
opportunity to work the farms and 
approached government for permission to 
use the land for farming.

Derek Hanekom, who was the 
Agriculture and Land Affairs Minister 
at the time, gave the instruction to the 
department to facilitate the transfer of the 
farms to the black farmers through the 
land reform programme.

However, the Department of Public 
Works stated that this was disrupted 
by bureaucratic delays, with the 
farmers struggling to receive formalised 
documentation from the State.

The retail price of petrol in South Africa will decrease by more 
than 5% from July 5, while the price of wholesale diesel will fall by 
nearly 5.2%, the energy department said on Saturday, 01 July. The 
price of petrol will fall by 69 cents to R12.86 a litre in the commer-
cial hub of Gauteng province, while diesel will go down by 60 cents 
to R10.97 a litre.

Fuel prices expected to fall in July

Vorige ondersoeke ná die toestaan van 
só ’n proklamasie, wat op versoek van 
mnr. Gugile Nkwinti, Minister van Lan-
delike Ontwikkeling en Grondhervorm-
ing, goedgekeur is, het reeds vrugte 
afgewerp. In 2016 is plase ter waarde 
van ongeveer R470 miljoen aan die De-
partement van Landelike Ontwikkeling en 
Grondhervorming teruggegee nadat dit uit 
korrupte hande herwin is.

Sekere amptenare het met ander par-
tye saamgespan om die departement te 
bedrieg. Van dié misdade het vanaf 1 Jan-
uarie 2006 tot 18 Februarie 2011 plaas-
gevind.

Die ondersoek wat begin het by die 
bedrieglike toestaan van grondtoelaes 
van byna ’n half miljard rand, het gou ook 
uitgekring na plase wat nie aan begun-
stigdes oorgedra is nie.

Nkwinti het gesê dat indringend gekyk 
moet word na bewerings dat amptenare 
van sy departement voordeel getrek het 
uit sekere grondhervormingtransaksies.

Die proklamasie, wat Zuma goedgeke-
ur het, se fokus is op bewerings van 
ongerymdhede by die koop van sekere 
plase,  identifisering, kies en aanstel van 
die strategiese vennote en begunstigdes 
van die plase.

Pres. Jacob Zuma het nóg ’n proklamasie goedgekeur sodat die Spesiale 
Ondersoekeenheid ondersoek kan instel na beweerde ongerymdhede, 
wanbestuur en onwettige optrede by die Departement van Landelike 
Ontwikkeling en Grondhervorming.

Kollig op bedrog 
en wanbestuur

SARS issues guidelines 
for diesel 

rebate repayments
A meeting between SARS and 
organised agriculture has resulted 
in a series of guidelines being 
provided to farmers wishing to 
claim their diesel tax rebates.
The meeting was a result of growing frus-
tration among many agribusinesses with 
the technicalities of making these claims 
and with the slow pace of due pay-outs 
from SARS.

Provincial agricultural union, Free 
State Agriculture (FSA), reported that, 
according to SARS, farmers who had 
not received feedback on their diesel 
tax rebate claims, or had not been paid 
out these claims 21 business days after 
claims submission, were told to contact 
SARS via telephone or email to obtain a 
case number allowing a follow-up of the 
pay-out process.

“Should you still not receive your pay-
ment 21 working days after that, you must 
use the case number to file a complaint 
on the e-filing system under Services, and 
then Complaints,” FSA said.

“If you have not received payment/
feedback after 21 more business days, 
the customer’s next step is to contact the 
[tax] Ombudsman.”

FSA urged farmers to continue paying 
their full VAT amounts to SARS before fol-
lowing up on diesel tax rebates.

“The SARS system still delivers the 
results as before, when one amount is 
deducted from the other to determine 
the amount paid by the customer, but 
the interest and penalties that SARS can 
charge on the outstanding amount can 
in the end be more expensive to farmers 
than the amount that SARS has to pay 
out,” FSA explained.

A submission by national agricultural 
union, Agri SA, to SARS on the current 
review of the country’s Diesel Tax Refund 
System (DTRS), revealed that SA’s ag-
ricultural sector annually spent approxi-
mately R12 billion on fuels, most of which 
was diesel.
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"Their antitumoral effect seem not related to specific components, 
such as lycopene, but rather suggest that tomatoes should be 
considered in their entirety," says Daniela Barone, researcher at 
the Oncology Research Center of Mercogliano (CROM), and one 
of the authors of the study.

Experiments analyzed whole tomato lipophilic extracts for 
their ability to tackle various neoplastic features of gastric can-
cer cell lines. Extracts of both the San Marzano and Corbari-
no tomato varieties were able to inhibit the growth and cloning 
behaviour of malignant cells. Treatment with the whole tomato 
extracts affected key processes within the cells hindering their 
migration ability, arresting cell cycle through the modulation of 
retinoblastoma family proteins and specific cell cycle inhibitors, 
and ultimately inducing cancer cell death through apoptosis.

The study, published in the Journal of Cellular Physiology, 
details findings by Daniela Barone and Letizia Cito, from the re-
search group at the National Cancer Institute of Naples, Pas-
cale Foundation, CROM, coordinated by Prof. Antonio Giordano, 
Director of the Sbarro Institute for Molecular Medicine, Temple 
University, Philadelphia Pa.

"Our results prompt further assessment of the potential use 
of specific nutrients not only in the cancer prevention setting but 
also as a supportive strategy along with conventional therapies," 
says Prof. Antonio Giordano, Director of the Sbarro Institute for 
Molecular Medicine, Temple University and Professor of Pathol-
ogy and Oncology at the University of Siena, Italy.

"Distinct species may exert different effects, in different stages 
of a certain neoplasm," adds Barone.

Gastric cancer is the fourth most common type of cancer 
worldwide and has been associated with genetic causes, Helico-
bacter pylori infection, and eating habits, such as consumption of 
smoked and salted food.

Tomatoes are consumed worldwide and are a staple of the 
Mediterranean diet, which is popularly thought to lower cancer 
risk. Various tomato components have also been analyzed for 
their ability to counteract tumor growth in experimental systems, 
although few studies have analyzed the effects of tomatoes in 
their entirety.

The study authors worked in collaboration with researchers 
from Prof. Barbara Nicolaus' group and Dr Rocco De Prisco at 
the National Research Council of Pozzuoli, Italy.

"This work stems from the SHRO research programme per-
formed through a longstanding collaboration with the Department 
of Medicine, Surgery and Neuroscience, University of Siena, and 
the Pascale Institute, CROM of Mercogliano. On the wake of 
these results Dr Attilio Bianchi, General Director of the Pascale 
Institute and CROM, and I teamed up to renew the collaboration 
with SHRO implementing the nutrigenomics studies for the ben-
efit of cancer patients," concludes Giordano.

Story provided by Sbarro Health Research Organization 
(SHRO). 

Tomato extract fights 
stomach cancer, 

ripe for further study
A new study shows that whole tomato extracts from two different Southern Italy cultivars 
inhibit gastric cancer cell growth and malignant features, paving the way for future studies 
aimed at implementing lifestyle habits not only for prevention, but potentially as a support to 
conventional therapies.



7 TAMATIENUUS • JUNIE 2017

The Gombe State Agricultural Develop-
ment Project, ADP, says that the tomato 
pest, Tuta Absoluta, has seriously affect-
ed tomato harvests in three of the state’s 
11 local government areas.

Tuta absoluta, a destructive tomato 
pest, ravaged many tomato farms across 
Nigeria in 2016 causing an astronomical 
increase in the market price of tomato.

Abba Dreba, the Pest Control Officer of 
the Gombe ADP, told the News Agency of 
Nigeria in Gombe on Wednesday that the 
affected local governments were Akko, 
Kwami and Yamltu-Deba.

“The tomato pest started ravaging to-
mato farms since last year but the ADP 
was not aware of this until this year; this 
is because tomato farmers in the affected 
local government areas were ignorant of 
the pest.

“However, when we received the re-
port, we went round the entire local gov-
ernments of Gombe and discovered that 
only Akko, Kwami and Yamltu-Deba local 
government areas were affected.

“The entire tomato farms in the three 
areas were devastated. This is a very 
serious problem because the pest is re-
sistant to all the available chemicals and 
insecticides in the market,’’ he said.

According to him, once the pest affects 
a tomato farm, it will damage everything in 
the farm within a week or two.

Mr. Dreba called on the state govern-
ment to initiate proactive measures to 
ensure that tomato planted in this rainy 
season would not be affected by the pest.

“If proactive measures are not taken, 
tomato farmers will divert their attention to 
other crops because Tuta Absoluta is very 
devastating,” he said.

Also speaking with NAN, Sunday Lah, 
Director, Gombe ADP Agric Extension 
Services, advised farmers to wait for 
the rainy season to be well-established 
before engaging in crop planting.

He said this was the only way to ensure 
that their efforts would not turn out to be a 
worthless venture.

Besides, Mr. Lah said that the ADP was 
trying to procure seeds from reputable 
institutions for farmers in the state.

“Most at times, a farmer goes to 
the open market to buy seeds without 
knowing the source,’’ he said.

the Director of Institute for Agricultural 
Research, Ahmadu Bello University, 

Tuta absoluta
- ravaging tomato farms
- within a week or two

the pest is resistant to all 
the available chemicals and 
insecticides in the market

Zaria, Professor Ibrahim Abubakar, 
said many of the affected farmers were 
reluctant to use appropriate pest control 
pesticides on their farms.

“Actually we got a field report about 
a disease of tomatoes from four local 
governments in Kaduna State: Ikara, 
Sabon-Gari, Soba and Giwa local 
governments. We sent our scientist there.”

“We also had report from Kano and 
later from Zamfara State. We sent our 
scientist to the field to go and assist the 
situation. Unfortunately, the farmers were 
devastated in some cases.”

“Most farmers in the Northwest use 
adulterated or expired pesticides.

“As an institute, we provided solutions 
to farmers in the North West region this 
season and we are working on the pest 
control measures, method and dosage of 
the spray,” Mr. Abubakar said.

This pest feeds on most of the tomato 
crop, leading to substantial losses in crop 
yield. It is also known that chemical appli-
cations are often not particularly effective 
against the tomato leafminer. 

To date, several agrochemicals are 
already registered by the DAFF (details 
available on DAFF website) to control 
this pest; however, they must be applied 
judiciously. The biggest challenge with 
this pest is that it can develop resistance 
against insecticides within a single season.

Past research has shown that biologi-
cal control, that is, the use of other ‘bene-
ficial’ insects to predate on and control the 
populations of the pest, can result in lower 
infestation levels and less crop damage. 

The advantage of these techniques is 
that, through the enhancement of the local 
environment, populations of these ben-
eficial insects can build up to control the 
pest. Insect pests may be controlled by 
other insects that colonise and establish 
in field environments by natural means, 
thereby increasing the resilience of the 
agricultural systems. 

Closer to home, The Western Cape De-
partment of Agriculture, is tracking several 
incidences of this pest affecting the tomato 

crops.
Alan Winde, 

Minister of Economic 
Opportunities, said the tomato leaf 
miner (Tuta Absoluta), a species of moth 
which attacks tomato crops, had now 
been detected in the Western Cape, de-
spite attempts to halt its progress in other 
provinces.

Cases have been reported in Robert-
son and Paarl. At this stage, an indication 
of the extent of the damage has not been 
determined.

“The Department of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries have been monitoring 
Tuta Absoluta for the past two years. The 
first positive tests were in South Africa in 
August this year, when it was detected in 
Mpumalanga. Since then it has spread to 
other parts of the country.

It has so far negatively affected 
tomato production in the KwaZulu-Natal, 
Limpopo, Gauteng, Mpumalanga, Eastern 
Cape, Western Cape and North West.

This pest is aggressive and attacks 
the entire plant, from the leaves to the 
fruit. DAFF has advised growers to check 
plants for any signs of detection, such as 
eggs, especially if they receive seedlings 
from Limpopo or Mpumalanga.”

It has been also detected in pheromone 
traps throughout the Kruger National 
Park in high numbers indicating it can 
sustain populations in natural vegetation, 
probably utilising Solanum weed species 
such as bugweed and nightshades.

According to DAFF, the pest builds up 
resistance to chemicals easily and the 
industry is encouraged to approach pes-
ticide representatives.

This pest spread from South America 
to Europe in 2006 and across to northern 
Africa.  Since then, it has spread 
throughout the Middle East to India and 
across to northern parts of Africa. It was 
reported in Kenya and Tanzania in 2014 
and Zambia in September 2016. 

The DAFF has been closely monitoring 
the spread of this pest across the world and 
proactively initiated emergency actions to 
register agrochemicals to prepare for a 
rapid response to any possible outbreak 
of this pest in South Africa.

This pest cannot be eradicated; 
however, it can be suppressed to lower 
population levels. 
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In order to protect themselves from hungry herbivores, plants release 
a defense mechanism that makes them taste foul.
Some plants have been found to use nature’s dog-eat-dog world 
to their advantage, forcing herbivores to become cannibals when 
the plants feel threatened by a caterpillar’s endless appetite.

A new study published in the Nature Ecology and Evolution 
journal found that when some plants are under attack from 
hungry herbivores, they emit defenses that make themselves 
incredibly foul-tasting to caterpillars, which spurs the caterpillars 
to eat each other.

“Plants can defend themselves so much that they food-stress 
the herbivore, and then the herbivores determine that rather than 
have plants on their menu, they should have caterpillars at the 
top of their menu,” said John Orrock, the author of the study and 
a researcher in the Department of Zoology at the University of 
Wisconsin, Madison.

Orrock and his research team sprayed tomato plants with 
methyl jasmonate—a substance plants produce in response 
to environmental stresses—to trigger the plants’ defense 
mechanisms. This chemical allowed the plant to change its 
chemistry, which made it less appetizing to the beet armyworm 

caterpillars that were placed on a treated plant.
This phenomenon has been documented in a variety of 

plants, and research has suggested that plants can sense 
when surrounding plants are under attack, which can spur the 
production of methyl jasmonate in entire communities of plants.

And methyl jasmonate can do more than just make a plant 
taste bad.

“These chemicals can attract natural enemies like predators 
and parasitoids that will eat herbivores,” said Orrock.

When caterpillars find that the plant they’re munching on is 
no longer tasty, they are faced with a choice that Orrock said 
becomes simple.

“You can either eat this plant or you can turn on your 
comrades,” he said. “The choice is clear.”

The research team looked at the growth rate of the caterpillars 
and found that the caterpillars that consumed a plant diet and 
the caterpillars that became cannibals grew at the same rate, 
meaning they were able to compensate for their low-quality plant 
diet.

Turn ‘em into 
cannibals
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How Syngenta plans to beat Bayer
The agrochemicals sector has shrunk to four big 
players following a round of mega-acquisitions, 
the latest being Chemchina’s buy of Swiss group 
Syngenta, which has big plans to take on other 
players.

US chemical giants Dow and Dupont are about 
to merge, Germany’s Bayer is buying US seeds 
group Monsanto and then there’s German group 
BASF. It might be an oligopoly, but that doesn’t 
mean global competition in the global crop pro-
tection business is about to die down.

On the contrary: Syngenta, Vice Chairman 
Michel Demaré and Chief Executive Erik Fyrwald 
told Handelsblatt: “We want to increase our mar-
ket share both in crop protection and in seeds.”

Syngenta’s goals are particularly ambitious in 
the seeds business: “In the next five to six years 
we want to double our seeds revenue,” said 
Mr. Fyrwald. That would make it a tough rival 
to future market leader Bayer. Syngenta’s seed 
products include corn, soy, other field crops and 
vegetables.

But BASF has also signaled its interest in the 
Bayer operations. BASF Deputy Chief Executive 
Martin Brudermüller recently indicated his com-
pany could be interested in seed activities, pro-
vided that it could secure sufficiently big market 
shares and that the asking prices made sense.



A perfect tomato for 
every area!

Heidi* Jasmine*Inga*
* Experimental:  This variety does not appear on the current South African Variety list, but has been submitted for registration.


