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The Minister of Finance, Pravin Gordhan, delivered the R1.46 trillion consoli-
dated government expenditure speech on Wednesday 24 February. The gen-
eral consensus across the party political landscape is that it is a balanced 
Budget and one South Africans can get behind

For ANC secretary-general Gwede Mantashe the Budget addressed issues like fiscal 
consolidation to ensure there was no downgrade by rating agencies, but also to stabi-
lise the economy. “It is focusing on the sustainability of the economy,” said Mantashe, 
adding there are key allocations put to key economic matters from transport, infrastruc-
ture, agriculture to education. “It’s a Budget that should be welcomed by the country 
and the people.”

To address the country’s economic challenges, the 2016 budget targets two levers: 
fiscal consolidation and structural reforms. This approach is not surprising, as there is a 
consensus that both fiscal consolidation and structural reforms are needed. First, fiscal 
consolidation is necessary for putting the country’s debt on a more sustainable path.

Gordhan insisted there was no way government could live beyond its means. Hence 
in the current tough economic environment, much was made of reprioritisation of some 
R31 billion. Effectively this meant moving unspent, unused money elsewhere. Such 
reprioritisation made available around R1 billion for drought relief, from the departments 
of water and sanitation, rural development and agriculture. These were boosted to R6 
billion, up from a projected R2.5 billion in the Medium-term Budget Policy Statement 
(MTBPS) of October 2015.

The general reaction has been positive. It has been lauded by economists. 
The minister placed heavy emphasis on the need to foster economic growth and 

for closer engagement and partnership between the government, business and civil 
society.

The budget contained a higher tax burden for all except low-to-middle-income earn-
ers, a higher fuel levy and a lower rate of growth in government expenditure, which 
will help the Treasury fill the holes left in its budget by lower revenue collection. It was 
underpinned by what some economists will regard as overly optimistic economic growth 
forecasts, which the Treasury projects at 0.9% this year, 1.7% in 2017 and 2.4% in 2018 
The general fuel levy rises by 30c a litre, raising R6.8bn more for the fiscus.

The rand plunged the most in six weeks against the dollar and South African govern-
ment bond yields soared on Wednesday after Mr. Gordhan failed to convince investors 
that the nation can avert a credit downgrade to junk.

The currency dropped as much as 3.2%, the biggest intraday slump since January 
11, and traded 2.5% weaker at R15.6211/$ by 5.36pm. 

In South Africa, economic growth has been weak since 2010, and unemployment 
and inequality remain stubbornly high. Business confidence is weak, and the country 
is facing a drought, which could increase food prices in some areas. High energy costs 
and difficult labour relations have constrained growth. South Africa also faces current 
account and fiscal deficits, and debt has almost doubled in the past seven years. Debt 
is close to 50 percent of GDP and has contributed to sovereign credit rating agencies 
downgrading the country’s debt to the lowest investment grade level.

The external environment is also not supportive for South Africa as commodity prices 
have plunged, damaging the country’s important mining sector. In addition, from Oc-
tober 2014 to 2015, only five Sub-Saharan countries performed worse than the South 
African rand when measured against the U.S. dollar.

Dr John Purchase, Agbiz CEO, welcomes the announcement that measures are 
in progress to strengthen agriculture and agro-processing, although these agriculture 
measures appear to be primarily directed at smallholder farmers only.

“The minister made reference to the drought and its impact on a number of occa-
sions, indicating that resources had already been reallocated to provide relief in the 
current financial year, and that additional drought response allocations will be made, as 
required, in the Adjustments Appropriation later this year. It is unclear if any envisaged 
drought relief and drought recovery funding will benefit the commercial sector in any 
way at all.”

Finance Minister Pravin Gordhan 

”I have the honour to present the 2016 
Budget of President Zuma’s second 
administration.
”We do so in a spirit of frankness, both 
about our challenges and the opportunity 
to turn our economy’s direction towards 
hope, confidence and a better future for 
all.
”Low growth, high unemployment, ex-
treme inequality and hurtful fractures in 
our society – these are unacceptable to 
all of us.
”I  have  a simple message.We are 
strong enough, resilient enough and 
creative enough to manage and over-
come our economic challenges.
”All of us want jobs, thriving businesses, 
engaged professionals, narrowing in-
equality, fewer in poverty.
”All of us want a new values paradigm, 
a society at peace with itself, a nation 
energised by the task of building stronger 
foundations for our future society and 
economy.
”We want our government to function 
effectively, our people to work in dignity, 
with resources for their families, de-
cent homes and opportunities for their 
children.
”We want to see progress throughout our 
land, in agriculture, manufacturing, min-
ing, construction, tourism, science and 
research, sport and leisure, trade and 
commerce.
”It is within our grasp to achieve this 
future.
”It requires bold and constructive leader-
ship in all sectors, a shared vision, a 
common purpose, and the will to find 
common ground. Above all we need ac-
tion, not just words.
”Let us unite as a team, sharing our skills 
and resources, building social solidar-
ity, defending the institutions of our 
democracy and developing our economy 
inclusively.”
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Whiteflies are the scourge of many farms, damaging tomatoes, peppers, eggplants and other 
crops. Now, researchers in Britain report that a species of wild tomato is more resistant 

to the pest than its commercial counterparts. The wild type, the currant tomato, 
is closely related to domestic varieties, “so we could crossbreed to introduce 

the resistance,” said Thomas McDaniel, a biologist and doctoral student at 
Newcastle University in England and a co-author of the study, published 
in the journal Agronomy for Sustainable Development. “Another method 

would be genetic engineering, if we identified the genes.” 
The researchers studied Trialeurodes vaporariorum, a species of 

whitefly that often attacks tomatoes grown in greenhouses. White-
flies damage tomato plants by extracting the plant’s sap, which 

contains vital nutrients; by leaving a sticky substance on the plant’s 
surface that attracts mold; and by transmitting viruses through their 

saliva. But currant tomatoes have some sort of mechanism, yet to 
be understood, that repels whiteflies. “They seemed to move away 

every time.The wild plants also produce a chemical reaction that 
causes the plant sap to gum up the whitefly’s feeding tube. Growers 
use a parasitic wasp to control whiteflies. The wasp lays its eggs on 
young whiteflies, which are eaten by hatching larvae. The treatment 
is expensive and laborious. As an alternative, farmers use chemical 

pesticides, but some have been linked to declines in bee populations. 
“Genetic diversity is very, very low in domestic crops, so introducing these 

genes that we’ve lost along the way.is probably quite important.”

A Wild Tomato Plays 
Great Defense
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On the Greek island of Santorini, tomato 
paste has its own historical museum

In appreciation of the tomato

Santorini’s Tomato Industrial Museum, set inside the stone shell 
of one of the Greek island’s former tomato-processing plants al-
lows one to sample Santorini’s famous cherry tomato (also called 
Tomataki Santorini) a thickerskinned, sweeter, deeper red and 
larger than garden-variety cherry tomatoes, looking a little like 
a flattened heirloom tomato. It’s said that its taste comes from 
the unusual growing conditions. Never irrigated, the plants draw 
their moisture from their roots in the island’s volcanic soil, which 
harbours just enough moisture to make the intensely flavoured 
tomatoes thrive.

As the story goes, a Capuchin monk brought the tomatoes 
to the island in 1818, and tomato farming took off. By the 20th 
century, islanders had developed the processing plants for one 
of the island’s signature products, tomato paste.

In the heyday of production in the 1950s, nine factories ran 
on Santorini, all constructed with the island’s plasterlike soil and 
deep-grey volcanic rock. The Nomikos family, which still owns 
the property, built their factory in the town of Vlychada on the 
southern end of Santorini following the style of the curved dome 
roofs that appear all over the island.

Today the Tomato Industrial Museum highlights that past, in-
side one of the factories that farmers once reached with mules 
laden with wicker baskets full of tomatoes.

Petros Nomikos, grandson of Dimitrios Nomikos, company 
founder, remembers the factory production during his child-
hood. The Vlychada factory was opened in 1945 by his father, 
George.

“It was something like a social place for the farmers,” he 
says. “Like the church on Sunday, which was a good excuse 
to meet other people, also being in the factory was a social 
event as well.”

Gioltzoglou says that farmers would turn in their baskets 
of tomatoes and wait. Good tomatoes stayed; bad ones were 
returned to them to feed their farm animals. The seeds would 
also go to the farmers so they could plant for the next year, 
says Nomikos.

But it wasn’t an easy life. The factory operated without 
electricity, which didn’t reach the population centres of the 
island until 1967, and relied on coal-burning furnaces for 
power. In addition, water on Santorini is so scarce that the 
factory piped in sea water to wash the tomatoes and cool 
the steam that rose from them as they cooked. All of the 

tomato paste factories were situated along the coastline so that 
they could pipe in sea water, says Nomikos.

Nomikos, 53, says he has a vivid memory of visiting the fac-
tory as a university student and coming face-to-face with bare-
foot farmers who were bringing the tomatoes in on mules. “It was 
like going into a time warp,” he says.

Inside the museum, quiet since the factory’s last run in 1981, 
heavy machines dating from 1890 illustrate the process, which 
began with washing, then cooking, peeling, boiling down and fi-
nally canning. At its peak, the factory processed 3,500 baskets of 
tomatoes a day, first firing the machines with coal and later with 
fuel oil. After Easter, the same workers returned to the factory to 
make the cans that held the paste.

Santorini’s Tomato Industrial Museum, 
set inside the stone shell of one of the 
Greek island’s former tomato-process-
ing plants

A tomato cooker inside The 
Tomato Industrial Museum 
in Santorini, Greece.
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To stretch the growing season of its tomatoes, Suntech Green-
houses Ltd. has installed red, blue and bright light emitting diode 
(LED) lights to warm up the cold grey light of winter at its four-
acre indoor farm in Ottowa.

Bob Mitchell, the owner of the indoor farm, said the 13-month-
old experiment has been a real learning experience. He’s learned 
that LED lights affect different tomatoes differently. His grape to-
matoes love the LED lights, which give off an intense violet glow 
that can be seen for kilometres at night. But the light is killing off 
his beefsteaks.

“When you switch to artificial light, you take what you know 
about standard nutrient content and just throw that out the win-
dow,” said Mitchell, adding that he is now customizing the mix 
of fertilizer that he feeds his tomatoes based on extensive tes-
ting of the plants. “The answers don’t exist yet. We have to find 
them on our own.”  As it turned out, the research that supported 
the manufacturer’s claims was based on studies conducted on 
greenhouses in Japan. Ottawa’s daylight is totally different.

Mitchell founded Suntech in 1998 with a 1.5-acre greenhouse 
and has expanded the operation into one of the best known to-
mato brands in Ottawa.

He’s been taking soil and leaf samples from plants and sen-
ding them for analysis to determine which nutrients the plants are 
lacking or using up too quickly. He’s also been monitoring the 
water coming back from the hydroponic plants. He’s played with 
the LED lights, changed their colours, the times they turn on and 
the length of time they are lit.

His struggle has attracted the attention of researchers who 
see the challenges facing Suntech as an opportunity to study the 

impact that different types of light have on plants. One of the 
researchers involved in the project, Prof. Michael Dixon from the 
University of Guelph, believes the knowledge gained by solving 
Suntech’s issues could have big impacts on hydroponic farm-
ing around the world.“This essentially represents a commercial-
scale field trial of some of the research activities we’ve been 
undertaking in the space program,” said Dixon. “In my research 
we are looking at what is the spectral recipe? What is the col-
our recipe for specific plants? It turns out that all plants can be 
different, they can adapt, and their responses in terms of their 
physiology, their size, shape, colour and taste can all be modi-
fied by the quality of the light.” Dixon has been working with LED 
lighting specialist Intravision Light Systems to create customized 
lighting for numerous greenhouses, including those growing me-
dicinal cannabis and a Montreal-area producer of the herb basil. 
He says Intravision is preparing to install additional lighting for 
the Manotick greenhouse with new hues that should help Mitchell 
finally see the gains he has been hoping for.

In the meantime, the greenhouse has become an attraction 
because of its nightly light show. According to Mitchell’s wife Car-
men Perez, who is the co-owner of Suntech and handles much 
of the day-to-day administration, residents nearby have been 
complimentary about the purple rays that light up the sky over 
Manotick.

Ottawa hydroponic tomato 
farm becomes a 
massive light lab

Unintended 
consequences:
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tuta absolutaKenyan tomato farmers 
count losses as pest 

ravages crop
Tomatoes affected by the deadly Tuta absoluta pest. Farmers 
in various parts of the country are counting losses following the 
outbreak of the pest can that can destroy up to 100 per cent. 

Farmers are worried following an outbreak of a pest attack 
that is wiping away tomatoes in Rift Valley and Central.

Tuta absoluta feeds on the leaves and the fruits of tomatoes. 
It lays eggs, which are 0.5 mm long and can be found on the 
underside of young leaves or on the stems. 

Young larvae are about a millimetre long, yellowish in colour 
but after sometime they become green and up to 7mm long. This 
makes it difficult for farmers to notice when it strikes especially 
in new zones. 

Agricultural expert Joyce Njoroge, says the pest is lethal and 
a female pest can produce up to 260 eggs in 21 days. Njoroge, 
who works with Kenya Biologics Ltd, a consortium of scientists 
who help farmers with information on how to improve crop pro-
duction, says the pests can destroy 100 per cent of the crops in 
the field. Njoroge explains: “It is not a viral disease nor is it blight. 
These are very dangerous pests, which can destroy a whole har-
vest.” 

The larval period, according to scientist is the worst stage 
where the pest grows into a caterpillar which feeds on the leaves 
of the tomato. 

According to Dr Wilson Rono, a food crop scientist at the Food 
Agricultural Organisation, the moth destroys the photosynthetic 
activity of plant and thereby destroying the whole crop. Rono 
says: “…a multi-institutional technical team comprised of Minin-
istry of Agriculture, Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service 
(Kephis), Kenya Agricultural Research Organisation (Karlo) and 
University of Nairobi, was constituted to carry out survey on the 
pest. The team was rallied together following reports by stake-
holders indicating the presence of a new pest causing symptoms 
resembling the migratory tomato leaf miner.” The Government 
has embarked on public awareness and capacity building of the 
extension service providers, plant inspectors, transporters, coun-
ty market personnel and the farmers on identification skills and 
general management of the pest.

Die Uitvoerende Bestuur van die TPO het, tydens die 
afgelope algemene vergadering, vier nuwe bestuurslede 
bekom: Andre Lourens,Chris Marais, en Jean-Ivan Smuts. 

Bertie van Zyl is tot voorsitter verkies.
Met slegs vier van die poste gevul, is besluit om op lat-

ere stadium die vyfde lid aan te wys.
Om die Uitvoerende Bestuur te vergroot, is Philé van Zyl 

en Clive Garret as lede sonder stemreg aangewys.

Die TPO spog met ’n 
nuwe

uitvoerende bestuur

TPOAdminsake

South Africa could be heading for a surplus of electricity within 
five years as Eskom, the state power monopoly, has accelerated 
its build programme and the first unit of the Ingula pumped stor-
age scheme is a year ahead of schedule, Eskom chief executive 
officer Brian Molefe told journalists at a media briefing at Parlia-
ment.

But Molefe indicated that this does not necessarily mean that 
Eskom will not be involved in the proposed nuclear build pro-
gramme. He said nuclear was “a cheap and clean” technology, 
but the ultimate decision on the programme was in the govern-
ment’s hands.

“We are a year ahead at Ingula,” Molefe said. Ingula is under 
construction on the escarpment of the Little Drakensberg, be-
tween the Free State and KwaZulu-Natal. The scheme consists 
of an upper dam (Bedford Dam) and a lower dam (Bramhoek 
Dam), 4.5km apart and connected by waterway tunnels.

The underground powerhouse will house four 333MW revers-
ible pump-turbines. The first has come on stream a year ahead 
of schedule.

EXTRA POWER CAPACITY
When this powerhouse comes on stream – all four units are 

tipped to be in operation by the end of the year and another one 
will be up before winter – Eskom will have about 1?400MW of 
extra power capacity.

Once the coal-fired Medupi and Kusile plants come on stream, 
they will add nearly 10?000MW of electricity, which senior Es-
kom managers argue will radically change the power position of 
the entity.

Promising 
surplus energy
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Volwasse mot q

Larwe p

Kenmerkende simptome is 
die blaarmyne. Ernstige in-
festasies lei dikwels tot blare, 
en dan volledige plante, wat 
afsterf.

Tuta absoluta kan 
enigiets van 50 tot 
100% oesverliese 
veroorsaak.
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Tuta Absoluta
Hier het ons ’n goeie 
weerstandsprogram teen

Spanje  2006; 
Morocco 2007; 
Tunisië 2008; 
Frankryk  2008; 
Italië 2008; 
Kanarie Yslande  2008; 
Algerië 2008, 
Albanië 2009; 

Bulgarye 2009; 
Nederland 2009; 
Portugal 2009; 
Engeland 2009; 
Israel 2010; 
Hongarye 2010; 
Servië 2010; 
Sudan 2012; 

Ethiopië  2012; 
Nigerië 2012; 
Senegal 2012; 
Kenia  2013; 
Tanzanië 2014; 
Indië 2014; 
Nepal  2015; en 
Bangladesh 2016.

Tuta Absoluta het die afgelope jare in die volgende lande opgeduik

Tuta absoluta is ‘n hoogs skadelike blaarmyner mot wat veral 
tamaties aanval. Dit kan egter ook oorlog verklaar op, onder 
meer, eiervrugte, soetrissies en aartappels. Voor koming en 
goeie bestuur is gevolglik baie belangrik.

Tuta absoluta kom oorspronklik van Suid-Amerika, waar 
dit vir dekades reeds as ‘n ernstige plaag beskou word. Se-
dertdien het dit na verskeie lande versprei. Die mot teel vin-
nig aan, met ‘n lewensiklus wat tussen 24-38 dae neem om 
te voltooi. Dit beteken dat hierdie insek tot 12 generasies 
per jaar kan lewer. Elke vroulike mot kan tot 250 eiers op ‘n 
plant lẽ. Die larwes voed, en vorm myne op blare, stamme en 
selfs vrugte. 

Tuta absoluta kan enige bo-grondse plantdeel aanval. Dit 
is dus heel moontlik om die plaag gedurende die 
hele groei seisoen waar te neem. 

Lokvalle met Pherodis feromone is effektief 
om ‘n vroeë waarskuwing te gee indien manlike 
motte in ‘n omgewing teenwoordig is.

Omdat Tuta absoluta egter so vinnig kan toe-
neem, is die grootste gevaar dat produsente on-
kant betrap word. Dit is tog moontlik om goeie 
beheer van Tuta absoluta te kry met die middels 
wat wel tot ons beskikking is. 

Die sleutel is goeie afwisseling van chemie 
(Uit verskillende IRAC groepe), en herhaalde 
toediening soos nuwe groei plaasvind. In Suid-
Afrika het DelegateTM onlangs ‘n nood regis-
trasie ontvang vir die beheer van Tuta 
absoluta. Ander aktiewe wat besonder ef-
fektief is teen Tuta absoluta is Rynaxapyr, 
en methoxyfenozide. Die beste strategie 
om hierdie ernstige plaag onder beheer 
te bring, is om nuwe groei te beskerm, én 
voorkomende mot spuite in ‘n goeie weer-
standsprogram te kombineer.

Bron: Johan janse van Rensburg – Dow 
AgroSciences
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We  know that farming is more than just 
the hard labour to produce healthy and 
wholesome fruit and veggies. Farming 
also incorporates other important as-
pects such as the ability to market and 
sell one’s fresh produce at profitable 
margins.

It is possible to produce and market 
your own line of fresh produce and make 
a profit, but there are several barriers to 
breaking into the business of effectively 
marketing and selling directly to hawk-
ers, wholesalers or retailers. With a bit 
of time, research and effort, you can 
increase your chances of successfully 
marketing your fresh produce OR you 
can choose to find a specialist in the 
field. At APAC we believe in bringing 
you the number one solution to mar-
keting and selling your fresh produce 
- through registered, regulated fresh 
produce agents, who have been in op-
eration for over 160 years and combined 
offer centuries of experience.

By choosing a registered, regulated 
APAC agent, you will build a relationship 
which will help to build your farm. Your 

Build a relationship 
that will help grow 
your farm 

agent will provide a host of aggregated 
services to you by assisting and advising 
you on aspects such as –  
Competition: What is the competition 
for your fresh produce? What is its price? 
How is your product different from, or bet-
ter than, similar ones on the market? An 
agent will assist you to look at your pro-
duce and evaluate who you want to com-
pete with and what price bracket they are 
in. They will also guide you on whether 
your produce can be marketed in a par-
ticular price range based on the fresh pro-
duce quality.
Packaging and labelling: We know we 
eat first with our eyes, and that certainly 
applies to how fresh produce is packaged 
and labeled. As most agents are situated 
on fresh produce markets, they will be 
able to guide you on the needs of custom-
ers. Some are concerned about the aes-
thetical attraction of the packaging while 
durability might be of more value to an-
other customer.
Finding customers for your produce: 
Almost universally, producers and agents 
say it's all about building relationships, 

dealing directly with buyers and poten-
tial customers, and providing a human 
face and a story to go with the product. 
At the crack of dawn Agents are busy on 
market floors, interacting with hundreds 
of buyers. 

They have long-standing relation-
ships with most of their buyers and un-
derstand their product needs in terms of 
packaging, quality and price. 
Obtaining a natural price: Agents ob-
serve supply and demand on markets 
in order to discover the product’s natu-
ral price within a free market system. In 
contrast to artificial pricing as the result 
of preset prices, the farmer enjoys the 
long term profits, compared to short term 
gains.

Want to know more about APAC’s 
registered, regulated agents? Contact 
us today to find out more on how we can 
help you, in building a relationship that 
will help build your farm.

 Source: Lizel Pretorius
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TINKER is an indeterminate plum-shaped variety suited 
for production under protection and open field.  The yield 
potential is excellent and bears approximately 40 fruits per 
cluster when double-stem pruning is practiced. The fruit 
has an excellent flavour with approximately 7 to 10 % sugar 
content.  Fruit is brilliant red, tough against cracking and 
weighs about 12 to 18 grams.  It has the ability to set fruit 
under cooler conditions.  Tinker has a very good general 
disease resistance to Fusarium wilt race 1, Cladosporium 
fulvum (leaf mold), Stemphylium solani (Grey leaf spot) and 
Tomato mosaic virus. It can be grown open field and are 
thus exposed to environmental conditions, both climatic 
and disease.  Tinker is still the leading variety in South 
Africa for baby plum shape types and has shown very good 
adaptability, quality and yield.SOLID GOLD is a vigorous, 
indeterminate baby plum tomato variety especially suited 
for production under protection.Yield potential is very good 
with good adaptability.  It is the preferred choice of lead-
ing retail stores due to the excellent flavour, high sugar 
content and bright yellow fruit colour.  Fruit are unlikely 
to crack and weigh approximately 15 g with a very good 
shelf life.  Solid Gold has the ability to set fruit under cool 
conditions and has high resistance to Fusarium wilt race 
1. RUBY* is a vigorous, indeterminate baby plum tomato 
variety especially suited for production under protection.
It has an intermediate resistance to TYLCV. ROBIN* is as 
vigorous, indeterminate cherry tomato variety suited for 
production under protection.  Yield potential is very high 
with good adaptability.  It is preferred due to the excellent 
flavour, high sugar content and bright red fruit colour.  
Robin’s* fruit are unlikely to crack and weigh approximate-
ly 15 g with a good shelf life. 
PINTO*, also vigorous, is an indeterminate baby plum 
tomato variety especially suited for production under pro-
tection, but experience showed that Pinto* can be grown 
successfully in the open field. Pinto* has intermediate 
resistance to TYLCV, meaning that under severe pres-
sure of ToCSV it could still show symptoms of this virus. 
KIMI*, again vigorous, indeterminate, a pink cocktail tomato 
variety especially suited for production under protection.  
*Experimental:  This variety does not appear on the current South African Variety list, but has been submitted for registration.
   DISCLAIMER:  This information is based on our observations and/or information from other sources. As crop performance depends on the interaction between the genetic potential of the seed, its 
physiological characteristics, and the environment, including management, we give no warranty express or implied, for the performance of crops relative to the information given nor do we accept any 
liability for any loss, direct or consequential, that may arise from whatsoever cause. Please read the Sakata Seed Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd Conditions of Sale before ordering seed.

How to achieve the best flavour and 
taste within budget
Characteristics that are sought after in va-
rieties popular with consumers are unique 
colour, taste, size and shape.  With the 
various varieties on the market the com-
binations are almost unlimited. For this to 
be a viable option the secret lies in the full 
development of the different flavours that 
can be experienced.  For this reason it is 
critical that producers aim to achieve the 
best flavour in the tomatoes and this is not 
only a measure of the brix percentage.  
There are many factors involved in the 
development of flavour in tomatoes and 
the management of the producer plays a 
key role in this. 

The amount of nutrients applied and 
the ratio between the elements are es-
sential to the different growth stages of 
the plant. One of the biggest contributors 
is water, not only the amount of water but 

also the time of irrigation; when does the 
first and last irrigation per day take place 
and does that differ during the change of 
season or climatic conditions. This de-
pends very much on the type of medium 
that is used and no single recipe is avail-
able. Most producers who are supplying 
retailers with their produce have already 
done a lot of research and with the assis-
tance of seed companies and consultants 
the requirements for each individual vari-
ety can be fine-tuned. 

Other factors involved in flavour devel-
opment are temperature, light intensity 
and humidity.  All of these factors need 
to be managed for the specific local con-
ditions.  If even one of these factors fall 
outside the optimum range, flavour will be 
negatively affected. If the light intensity is 
too high or too low it can negatively affect 

the flavour - this is one of the factors often 
overlooked, but is one of the basic drivers 
in photosynthesis.  Not only the amount 
of light is critical, but also the quality and 
wavelengths need to be measured and 
recorded.  It is therefore important to the 
grower to look at local conditions and 
make informed decisions when it comes 
to making adjustments.

Never forget the amount or concentra-
tion of carbon dioxide in the green house.
Failing to do so can lead to a sharp de-
cline in the rate of photosynthesis leading 
to the loss of growth and other develop-
mental processes. 

Indeterminate speciality varieties are 
still mostly grown under protection in plas-
tic tunnels which is justified by the added 
value of these products.  

It has a very sweet taste and uniform fruit size. Harvesting 
is critical with this variety to achieve best results between 
flavour and shelf life. LYRIC* is an indeterminate orange 
cocktail tomato variety.  Lyric’s* fruit are unlikely to crack. 
It weighs about 20g with a good shelf life.

ROBIN*

KIMI*
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Tel: 011 548 5800

e-mail: info.saf@sakata.eu

www.sakata.co.za

SAKATA
Novelty Tomatoes

Tinker Lyric* Pinto* Kimi*

* : This variety does not appear on the current South African Variety list, but has been submitted for registration.Experimental
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